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recently appointed Chairman of the Republican National
Executive Committee. He and some of his colleague's are
not to be trusted, yet these political vagabonds are the
managers of the party organization. His paper, as well as
others, are in a combination with Norman Wiard and pre-
tenders like him against the monitors. Let the poor devils
work at that question. The people will not be duped or
misled to any great extent by them.

There are demonstrations for a new raid into Maryland
and Pennsylvania. I told the President I trusted there
would be some energy and decision in getting behind them,
cutting them off, and not permitting them to go back, in-
stead of a scare and getting forces to drive them back with
their plunder. He said those were precisely his views and
he had just been to see and say as much to Halleck. I in-
quired how H. responded to the suggestion. The President
said he was considering it, and was now wanting to ascer-
tain where they had crossed the Potomac and the direction
they had taken.

I apprehend it is not a large force, but a cavalry raid,
which will move rapidly and create alarm. Likely they will
go into the Cumberland Valley and then west, for they will
scarcely take the old route to return. But these are crude
speculations of mine. I get nothing from Halleck, and I
doubt if he has any plan, purpose, or suggestion. Before he
will come to a conclusion the raiders will have passed be-
yond his reach.